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Welcome to our Autumn newsletter!

Welcome to our Autumn 2020 newsletter for the MacGillycuddy
Reeks European Innovation Partnership Project.
It was another busy season for the project participants and
project team, with poor weather conditions making work more
challenging. We facilitated visits from third and fourth year students
from The Institute of Technology, Tralee studying Wildlife Biology,
participated in several online webinars and carried out many
innovative actions to practically address different issues faced by
the farmers in the area. Find out more below!
The MacGillycuddy Reeks Project is an EIP (European Innovation
Partnership) Locally Led Scheme. The Project is funded by the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine as part of Ireland’s
Rural Development Programme 2014-2020. The Project Team are
contactable on an ongoing basis via mobile to help with any queries,
and are eager to share learnings as much as possible with other
interested parties so please contact us with any queries.
Find out more about Irish EIPs here:
https://www.nationalruralnetwork.ie/eip-agri/
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Autumn on the Reeks
Keeping going with COVID-19
No one could believe what 2020 would bring and the impact it
would have on our daily lives. Despite the significant restrictions in place
the project still managed to successfully continue with work on the ground. Our
project is seeking to develop sustainable management practices to allow for the
preservation and restoration of upland habitats in areas of high nature
conservation value. While we could not meet our participating farmers during
the lockdown periods we had plenty of contact by phone and used markers on the
ground where needed to indicate locations where actions needed to be
undertaken.

Brash Burning on open
Hillsides
Did you know that it is an offence to
burn any type of waste including
garden waste?
The use of any device to burn waste,
such as the “domestic waste incinerator”,
stoves or open fires is an offence. The
owner or occupier of lands or a facility
must take all reasonable steps to ensure
that waste is not burnt on their lands or
facility illegally.
There is an exemption to allow
untreated/uncontaminated wood, trees,
trimmings, leaves, bushes or similar
materials generated by agricultural
practices as a very last resort to be
disposed of by burning and then only
after filling in the required
Statutory Declaration.

How To Deal With Rhododendron Brash

Find out more by visiting
https://www.kerrycoco.ie/environment/b
ackyard-burning/

As the treatment of the invasive Rhododendron ponticum continued
during the year much thought was given to how to deal with all the dead
wood contained in the dense rhododendron stands. A number of options
were considered;
‘Dead hedging’: This is where piles of branches and twigs are
arranged to form a barrier. It is used as a way to dispose of the
material that arises from thinning or clearing operations in
woodlands. Using branches in this way can be good for wildlife especially for small mammals and birds because it gives them
somewhere to shelter that is protected from predators and from the
wind and rain. It can also be good for insects. However, it was felt
that dead hedging rhododendron would run the risk of new
rhododendron shoots emerging from piles which would be difficult to
treat. It was also agreed that dead hedging would look unsightly in
an area like the Gap of Dunloe.
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Autumn on the Reeks
How To Deal With Rhododendron Brash contd.
Mulching: This is a land clearing method that uses a machine to cut,
grind, and clear vegetation. However, because the seeds of the
rhododendron plant are so small c.1.5mm long and 0.5mm wide it was
felt that mulching would not be the most suitable method of manging
the brash as it could spread the seeds thus creating a bigger
problem.
Burning: After much consideration it was agreed that small well
managed burns of treated rhododendron would be the most effective
method of clearing the cuttings or brash. A trial burn was carried out
on sheets of corrugated iron lifted off the ground so that damage to
the ground vegetation could be avoided. Rhododendron burns very
hot because it has a high calorific value. Burning off the ground
worked very well and we are now manufacturing a lightweight ‘frame’
which can be easily moved from area to area to allow rhododendron
brash to be burned without damaging the ground or and spreading
the seeds. The project has sought the necessary permits required to
allow us to burn the rhododendron brash.

Open Hillside Burning
For carrying out burning on open mountainside you should first ask
yourself is the burn really necessary, and will burning create a bigger
problem. For example burning gorse can make it spread further as it can
encourage the germination of seed and as mentioned earlier it can
encourage the spread of less desirable species such as bracken. If you
are considering burning then please contact the Project Team for
advice. Burning must be carried out in accordance with the guidance
provided by the Department of Agriculture’s guidance document
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/firemanagement
/CofPPrescribedBurningFinal90212.pdf
You must also notify the Fire Brigade Control Centre by ringing 999 or
112.

WWW.MACGILLYCUDDYREEKSKERRY.COM

10 Steps for Safe Fires:
1. Follow the advice provided in the
Department of Agriculture guidance
document “The Prescribed Burning
Code of Practice”.
2. Before carrying out any burning,
landowners should notify The Fire
Brigade Control Centre by ringing 999 or
112. The following details should be
given: the location of proposed burn;
start time; duration and a contact mobile
phone number. You should also inform
the Fire Brigade Control Centre when the
burn has finished.
3. Inform your neighbours to prevent
alarm. Do not burn near forestry
plantations or National Parks.
4. Burning should be started early in the
day. The most suitable time to perform a
controlled burn is from 09:00 to 11:30 in
the morning. Do not burn in the late
evening or at night.
5. A suitable control line or fire break of
at least 6
metres (20 feet) should be made around
the area to be burned.
6. Keep the burn area small.
7. Check the weather forecast and do not
burn in exceptionally dry conditions and
where high winds or variable wind
conditions are likely.
8. Use an appropriate burning technique
to control the spread of the fire such as
burning downhill with the wind or
burning against the direction in which
the wind is blowing (back-burning).
9. Fires must always be supervised. Do
not attempt to carry out the operation
alone. Enlist sufficient help to ensure
that the burning operation is carried out
efficiently, effectively and safely.
10. If the fire gets out of control and
threatens buildings or woodlands, call
the Fire Brigade immediately and meet
the brigade to show them the best route
to the fire
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Autumn on the Reeks
Heather Management
Several upland sites in the MacGillycuddy Reeks contain beautiful areas of heather. Heather is one of the
dwarf shrubs (i.e. shrubs which only grow to about waist height) which are found growing in both the heath
and bog habitats characterising the MacGillycuddy Reeks landscape. These habitats have developed on peaty
substrates which are acidic and low in nutrients. Heathlands are shrubby habitats where more than 25% of
the plant cover is dominated by dwarf shrubs such as heather, bilberry and western gorse. The dwarf shrubs
are commonly associated with grasses, sedges and rushes. Heath can be described as being wet or dry
depending on the depth of peat and the drainage. Dry heath is dominated by heathers such as Ling heather
and Bell Heather and is often associated with grasses such as Sheep’s Fescue, Common Bent and Sweet
Vernal Grass. Wet heath usually contains Cross Leaved Heath and Ling heather and is often associated with
Purple Moor-Grass (known locally as Fionnán), sedges and rushes. Heath can sometimes be confused with
blanket bog. Blanket bog is usually found in areas with greater peat depths, usually in excess of 0.5m.
Heathlands are important for species such as the Red Grouse, Ring Ouzel, Golden Plover and for pollinators.
Sometimes burning of heather covered areas takes place to keep them grazable for livestock and eligible for
agricultural payments. Burning kills off the old heather shoots and encourages the growth of younger shoots.
Burning of old ‘senescent’ heather has traditionally been used as a management tool. However, if burning is
too frequent or too severe it will destroy the heathland habitat. The moss layer will be damaged leading to
drying out of the habitat which can allow bracken or coarse grasses to take over, and can also create bare
ground leading to soil erosion.

So this year the Reeks EIP investigated if it were possible to thin out the older shoots from the vegetation
instead of burning. A trial was carried out on the Lyreboy Commonage. The more mature heather was thinned
by hand cutting and removed from the site. This is extremely labour intensive work but was carried
successfully by a thirteen man team, and thus proved that an alternative to burning exists, which can be
completed across many sites where access allows. With sufficient manpower, it is a practical management
approach that can be used, particularly as finding a suitable window for burning within the legal timeframe
can be difficult due to poor weather conditions(too wet, too windy, too dry etc.). It has the added benefit of
avoiding any damage to the ground layer which is so important for maintaining healthy peatland habitats. It is
illegal to burn growing vegetation between March 1st and August 31st each year.
It is recommend that a large group work together to do this work. In our trial the removed heather brash was
then used as a seed source on another nearby site that had bare ground following the treatment of dense
bracken during the summer.
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VISITORS TO THE MOUNTAINS
Responsible recreation in the Reeks
This year saw an increase in first time recreational visitors to the
MacGillycuddy Reeks as overseas travel restrictions were in place.
While the majority of visitors were very respectful of the wishes of
the landowners & farmers not to bring dogs onto the mountain a
few chose to ignore the signage and advice at the access points.
This is very disappointing as the land is privately owned and
actively farmed with sheep. Sheep are valuable assets
and any harm to them harms a farmer’s livelihood. It is an offence
to allow a dog to worry sheep. Worrying includes attacking or
chasing sheep and farmers are legally entitled to shoot dogs if they
are endangering their sheep.
It is every dog’s instinct to chase, even if they are usually obedient
and good with other animals. Chasing by dogs can do serious
damage to sheep, even if the dog doesn’t catch them. The stress of
worrying by dogs can cause sheep to die and
pregnant ewes to miscarry their lambs. Sheep fleeing from dogs are
often killed or seriously injured by their panicked attempts to
escape. Dogs chasing ewes and lambs can cause mis-mothering
issues, with lambs dying from starvation or hypothermia when they
become separated from their mother and fail to find her again.
Dog bites can cause death in sheep or necessitate them being put
down at a later date, or in less severe cases considerable veterinary
bills and additional welfare issues as a result of flies being
attracted to the blood and leading to a nasty health problem in
sheep called ‘fly strike’.
Please be mindful of these issues when you visit the mountain and
bring them to the attention of anyone you meet on the mountain
with a dog. We would also ask that you please bring all your
rubbish, including organic waste such as tea bags, apple cores,
orange peels, banana skins etc. home with you after your visit to
the mountains. Why? Because organic waste has a real impact on
the ecology of sensitive upland environments. As Sarah Lewis, a
Conservation Officer with the John Muir Trust explains, “Bananas
have a lot of potassium in their skins which can change the soil
composition. They have a hard time biodegrading in rocky and cold
upland environments and can take up to two years to fully
decompose”. Native birds can also be displaced as scavengers are
drawn to the rubbish.
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Online webinars

Over the autumn months
the MacGillycuddy Reeks
team presented at several
online events.
Project manager Patricia
Deane presented to the
Burren winterage week
about the MacGillycuddy
Reeks EIP project and spoke
at the launch event for the
Kerry UNESCO Biosphere
Reserves autumn event
series alongside Minister
Pippa Hackett.
We hosted an information
evening in October about
Rhododendron and how
best to manage it in your
own garden.
Our project Ecologist Mary
presented a talk on Upland
Habitats for the Kerry
UNESCO Biosphere' Autumn
events series.
All events were well
attended and we look
forward to more in 2021!
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Wishing you
a very Merry
Christmas
The MacGillycuddy Reeks EIP
Project

Contact us:

South Kerry Development
Partnership CLG.
Old Barracks
Beaufort Village
Killarney
Co. Kerry

The MacGillycuddy Reeks European Innovation Partnership (EIP) Project is a voluntary agrienvironmental project funded by DAFM as part of Ireland’s Rural Development programme
2014-2020.

Project Manager:
Patricia Deane
Phone: 064 6620607
Mobile: 0872031034
Email: pdeane@skdp.net

